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FOREEXCRD

The Internntional Meeting on Perrcelestricity, orgeni-
264 by the Enatitate of Fhysics of the Czechcmlovak Academy
of Sciences, was held at the hotel "Intesmational” in Premue
an June 28 - July 1, 1965, under the muspiecs of tho Tnter—
aBtional Uniem of Pure énd Applied Fhysics. The Meeting was
supperted by UNESZO and the Czechoslovak Techricnl and Sci-

i Progus Haw we eame 1o it

e s, the Sovels oeganzed & senes of ‘Alunion confrences on physes of dsiechics” These were prekerentally mimal mesings but scon also
scientiss Fom abroad wers inted I ke part The sscond n s series took place in Mosnw, November 20 - 28, 1958 b addbon In already well known sovist
sty (E M, Likhiz, G A Smokensky, G | Skanad, Vi L Grizburg and many obers) aiso a numbet of physicisss Fom o Wast took par wih a bigh reputifon:
among ohers here wers R Cols (yes, one hall of e Cole-Cole), Ch Kilal, W) Merz, R G Miber, B T Mathas, PV Andarson, This  whers | met Dr. Merz br
the frst ima

Foe ferroalockicily hirn was ong remarkable issue on fis conference. P.W Anderson presenied a ik ‘Qualtoive consdaraions on the statstics of the
‘phase kanation in rroalechics of BaTiC) - ypa * n i paper which kaler appeared in fo Procoadings of fis confirence; in Russian ansiafon) Anderson akeady
mmmmmmﬂummmmnmmm meprml:n was n Englsh and was tansialed by E. M. Lishiiz senlence by

. b vry wal thasxolcally propared o bo able o llow Anderson's
inRussian of coursa . but Andarson got almost no chanzo &b answer any quostons - L

1 was probably this very meeling which cpened - even hough in a lmited exent - he door for establishing contacts between Westewropean and Amenican
‘scmatsis on one sile and hose fom Dehind e ron curlsin® on B oler. Farly adive confacts bebesn meand VWl . Merz and e respecive

“Alkunion meelings on seignefie-elechiciy’, in 1963 G. A Smolkenski organized
Lenngrad, Mar30 méwmumu»wdmwussk Typuwu&mimh who was stongly afer feromag
famoelecincs, bot fero's comasted here - for e tme beng at leas! on a conference. Ths was indeed an inkermatonal event Those of us whe know e stabon in
mmumm!mMMMemwmlmMIWhhwwMw»ebesablduwodpwtmblmmmeaﬂinn
s country as well a8 b open the door b e catsda workd And fie door hedd open Hera we meet R Peprsky, R Milkr, R Néwche, 3 Shizans, W J Merr

Rwasin hess days when, inspred by he increasng achabas in Rrroslechcily ol over e word, he iea sccurred ko me hal perhaps a uly inkematonai
cnnferance on lerroelectics, apen b inlsresked scentists Fom all counkies, could Bs arganized somewhere soon  And | shared the idea with W J Merz.
Caechoskovalea was fen a8 soid member of e Soviel camp ard as such nal very open b e worid. The group in he hstil dPhmeﬂlPEmdndﬂvlk

we corefilly devisad by
an B role we woukd play in 4 Fochmalely encugh ere were knowledgeable and responisble peogle: in charge of e hskiule. of Physics and fiey soon siared b
support e idea

Sothat was 1 1963 and | sed e year 1965 a3 our largel. We did not know that one year laler H. H. Wieder = he U.S. addressed Prof T. Mitus of e
Hokkaido Universdy and proposed fhat an inleenatonal meeting would be hold in Jopan in 1965 or 1967. On January 26, 1965 | recesved 4 letler from Waller Merz
sont fom David Samoff Ressarch Cenler, RGA Laborsiones m Prinoston, N.J. Waller mormed me about the mtsnton of Japaness physcisl 1o organize an
milomabonal conderencn. W in Prague had no mfenonty complés at all but sunely we apprecialed tha rok of Japan i te Seld and d was dicult not b leave e
decision b hem  whather Japan o Pragus ... ; s0now al was in e hand of Jinzo Kobayashi. In wriing, Merz axpressed his safsfacion. Wilin several weeks | got
Kebayashi's answer: *._afet & hot dicusson we decded b support your ofier that the frsl iemational Mestng on Ferroslecinaty” would lake place in Prague. W
wil b redy b oeganze the blawag one ina few years fme”

Iset up the crgenizing commilles; | selectd the opics kb be addressed, and decided bhe scheme of e sessions, Viadmir Dvorak was responsible fr fie:
‘selecton of mvled speakers (and laler he edisd he fogether witt A Fouskova and P, Glogar, Feroslectics dd nol sl al fal bme), Hanus Arend and
Bohuslay Brezna and Anna Fouskova, mywis, wers fie most ache colleaques. Nons of us had any exparience in atinding really inkermatonal mestngs, e less
‘soin oganizing hem . The hep of Dt Jan Kaczer, awel known scenitst from he depl. of Magnetsm and vios-drector of he Instiute was myalusble. In search for
allendarts | sent leters b perhaps al errosleckicans we knew Fom the [eratire. In search for monery | managed b visit, in summer 1965, Prof L Neel in Grenoble
who was the Charman of LIPAP al hat fme, he gromised some supgort and kept his werd, Prague was a geod place br such a meelng al bt fme. For Sovels who
layed 5 very essental roks in femoslecines we were a socalat county saser b wist {but even bal was nof quile sasy for hem), for e Weslem word Pragus was a.
‘well known beaubl cily located 50 close -in fact lying o e west fom Viernal S0 all could come.

The mectng ok place inthe Holl lnkeenational, & new buidng al the suburb of Pragua, one of e B unfodunate buldings in Pragus hal had been buil
inte Skiinste. But br he masing iswas reiabvely well suled. We had sbout 170 parbcipants Fom 15 counirias
the meeing, | apoke with people Fom all representsd counkies whe har scme baditon in e feld and sel up an adhoe commites. In fact fia was
e st Acvsory Commitisa o IMF We mok b discusss a rumbar of quosSans. about fsire contacds; urder the place of o net mestng was b most
nportant ssue. There was no queston fiat frs should be Japan and no oae angued about it

Even ader years many allendants remembaered e Bear party” which ook placa in the garden of tho Holel Inlerrational. W all it how good the real
Pilsner beer was, but even before the party and witioul the beer we all kil how easilty e iron curtain could haw ..

The last sexsion was dosed by Ray Papinsky. | remember ot onfy hes warm apprecaton ofiered  the crganizers but also several of his obsenvations
which he mentoned. One in paricular. one of e tree paralel sessons fook place in & hall where e sound of machmes wsed by workers repaiing e skest
cubide dsturbed e programme. Member of he Organaing Commitise Dr Brezina, our vary sucosssisl cjﬂgmwwdﬁwﬂluhbsmmdhpmﬂmn
quokly: he wenl out, gave each of e workers 20 crowns and asked hem b spend i for a beer of two  the neghbourng pub . worked mmedaiely. Said
Peginaky: now | 56 how much more eficent the sociakst syskm = .

Loaking back, Fis mestng esabished fre! contacks bebween people fom many counties - Japan and e Soviel Unicn, Jtapan and fie US, Francs and
Germany - but | unk in parboiar for us and all ather aiendants Fom the Eastem block s mesing opened the door b e outside workd, Had he frst meeing had
takan place in Japan or other counky wifh a very imiled acooss: for us it would have taken many years longer o constiute 3 kuly inkernalional Reroslecic community.

entifie Society.

The Meeting was actually the Firet independent inter-
motiemal cenfercnee devoted te the protloms of ferroelestn
city, Apart from technical applications, it dealt with all —
uspeets of forraeloctricity so that iho contemt of the re— e
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