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short breaks for lunch and dinner. Each poster
was on dispiay for 3 whole day 5o Ut postsr
sessions could be indeod used for dissussions
ang exchange of idess. The fact that the poster
sosEos were crowded oven late in the evening
ihows that there Is sl & lot of excitement and
enthusiozm In the field of both basic and aa-
plied ferroelectricity.

The contibutions 1o the conforence covered
nearly all “clasical” problems of ferroelectricity
showing that the field of soft modes, central
peaks, eloctrooptic materials, structural phase
transitions, multicritical pofnts and low-diman=
sional systams s sl of comsicerable interest. In
addition to the sbove subjects which were the
center of attention at EMF-3 in Zirich in 1876
several new fields emerged in Portorof, The
include the physice of ncommansurste systems,
nan-linear excitations and the phase sollion
problem, ferroslectric—like polymers, ferroslectric
glasses and ferroelectric liquid crystals.

The editors of Ferroelectrics agreed to publish
the procasdings in as short & time a5 possible. To
spead up this process all manusEripts wers given
to the referees in Portorof and oll comera ready
manuscripts acoepted by the  referees were ssnt
10 the publisher within four weeks after the end
of the conference. Those manuscripts which were
not camers ready or where the referess suggested

EMF—4, the Fourth Europesn Meeting
on Ferroelectricity, was held in the seaside
rusort uf Purtor2, Yugoslavis, from September
3-7, 1070, It was organized by the JStefan
Institute and the Department of Physics of the
EKardel] University of Liubljana and sponsored
by the European Physical Society, the Slovenian

Fourth European Meeting on

of Matnematical, Physical ana
Socisties of Yugoslavia. It was financially sup-
ported by the Slovenian Research Community
and the Union of Research Communities of
Yugoslavia.

The confersnce sttracted about 300
sclentists and accompanying family members
from 26 different countries. The participants
from 16 European countries - together with
their guests from Japan, U/S/A,, Ghina, Brasil
and other over—ssa states — prosented 262 con-
tributions. Only invited review papers — alto-
gether 15 — and invited topical papers were
presented orally, whereas all papers — invited
included — were presented as posters. There
wers two topical sessions — one on Incommensu-
rate Systems, and another on Magnetic Reso-
nance — & well & two Round Tabla Discus-
sions. The first ons on Materials and Crystal
Growth was organized by Dr. H. Arend whereas
the second one on Ferroslearicity: Past, Present
and Future was chaired by Dr. H.E. Miser.

There wers o parallel sessions bul the
working sohedulo was rather hard and lasted
sometimes from B30 am. to 10 pm. with only
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those authors who were not present at the con-
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of Farrosléctries togather with contributions of

and N.M. Schagina played a particularly im-
portant role in preparing the proceedings. Lest
but not lesst | would like 10 express my thanks
to the invited lecturers and all participants who
have macle the conference such a stimulating
sclentific event.

forence.
On this occasion 1 would like to thank

all my colleagues from the International Adviso-

ry Committon and tha Loesl Organizing Com-

the conference, 1. Sega, M. Lavrila, |. Levatik
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