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UEST EDITORIAL

“The fifth European Meeting on Ferroekectricity (EMF-5) was held atthe Conference Halls
of the Hotel Alay, Benalmidena, near the city of Malaga (Spein), from September 26
1030, 1983, Malaga is a very old city which has received, during its housand year history
the visit of many peoples, Carthaginian, Roman, Norther European and Arabs hve seted
at different times in its surroundings and have left their imprint on this city, which in
et years has become a tourist atiraction for peogle from Europe and from other parts
of the world. It s a Mediterranean city as is Portoroz (Y egoslavia), host of the previous
EMF4.

The number of registered participanis at EMF-S was in excess of 250, and the number
‘of countries represented, 26, made apparent the truly european and intemational character
of the meeting. Spain, France, Germany and the USSR, were the countries with highest
oumber of partcipants at EMF-

The scientific program of the conference opened with an overview of the history of
research in ferroslectrics since its discovery and a summary of ts present status as in-
dicated by the abstracts of works 1o be discussed at EMF-5. The conference was closed
with a round-1able session at which possible trends were analyzed and specific recomen-
daons were made for fure work mwgnm-w conained 23 plenary lectures (40

morning d carly aft 9 invited wlks (20
min) presenied a tree evening spccl:d sessions, and about 300 poster presentations
i it work

both theoretical and cxpcnmrmﬂ\‘ was discussed.

The general consensus anong the partcipants was that EMF-5 was an excellent con-
ference, atrating both oldtimers and newcomers 1o our fiekd and creating 2 sprited at-
mosphere for scienific discussion and for personal contacss. Thescope of the EMF e
(as well as that of the IMF's for that matter) has expanded considerably during the past

inging in closer contact hose inerest i i f research
in femoelectrics with people working in other fields of condensed matter physics and in
the physics of cosperative phenomena oa one hand, a5 well as with people involved in
ecently developed new felds of technological importance. Being.
1his brood spectrum ofscienifc inerest s, we:belive, 2 very good thing, which th fer-
roelectrics commaunity should strive to maintain in the foture.

Very authoritative voices at the conference poinied out the need to pay more attention
10 the microscopic theory of ferroelecticiy, and 10 integrae the phenomenological ap-
pruch wilh bt the orand e ety ﬂmﬂnpcd thearetical models

5 should ik deeply
{elt appreciation 1o all contibators, nvited )pnktn session chairmien and referees who
ave devoted thei ime, talents and theirdedicated effons o making it a sccessful meeting.
‘And we would ike 1o espectally thank Professor K. A. Mulle the chaitman of the Euro-
pean Commitiee who has worked together with us inthe long process of preparation of
EMF:S's program.

We wish for the next EMF-6, announced at the closing session of our conference. the
same kind of warm support which we found from the European Sieering Commitiee and
from the intermational scientific community at large
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